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FORZWORD

The following is a brief record of the 243d's activities and
accomplishments for the past year. The statistics speak for them-
selves, but no written account, regardless of its statistical accuracy,

could ever hope to give a meaningful description of the personal effort

and sacrifice of the men and officers of the 243d Lvietion Compony.

" Performence with & sence of urgency", is our motto and the stendard

by which we judge our own performence.

CHLRLES R. P4LMER
MAJ Fi
Commanding




Chapter I Heraldry

a. Description and Meaning of the Unit Patch

The 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company adopted the name "Freight
Train® after their arrival in country. The name is descriptive of our
cembat mission and the words, "By Hook Or Crook", located below the Frei ht
Train on the patch emphasize our ability to provide a "Visible means of :
support" far the Bagavonds of Vietnam., The "Freight Trains" carry s.pplies

into the field for our supported units just as the train around the world

carry cargo of every size and ashpe to the most remote corners of the globe,

If a losd eannot be cauled via the conventional means of our hook, then we
find an unconventional way to haul it, "By Heok or Crook" we complete owr

mission.




b. History and Honors

The 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company was designated as such on
the 30th of September 1966 and alloted to the Regular Army. The company was
officially activated on the 1st of December 1966 at Fort Sill, Ok’ahoma.
This was in essence the begining of the 243rd ASH Co. Our lineage, however,
is traced back to the be. ining of World War II, at which time we were the

815th Quartermaster Company (Truck).

During World Wer II, the 815th Quatermaster Compeny (Truck), partici-

pated in the Papus, New Guinea, Leyte and Lupore Campaigns. The Phillipine

Presidential Unit Citation was awarded on 17 Octobey 1944, . .. . .. g




Chapter II Cormand s:d Control
a, Unit commanders (Decé3-Dec6t?)

Major Edgaton T. Cyputer assamed command of the 243d ASH on the 20th
of September 1968, Mpdor Crovten turred the company over to Major John B

Reese on the 27 th 0-10 March 1969 The presont commanding officer, Major

Charles R. Palmer. Took c/'Ltmgaf The compeny on the 31st of August 1969.

b. 4rea of Opeisiiozs

(1) The 242d Psspcki Suppert Helicopter Company continued to
Dpe)ﬁt&e in the II Cerps arca. The majority of our missions took us to
the costel city of Phan Thiet for the movement of Artillery and resupply.
Freight Tr.in aircraft flow daily missions over the mounteins into the
cenbal highlands area, supporting both ARVN and Americen forces. From
Ban M7 Thout to Bao Loc and as far West as the border of Vietnam would
allew, Freight Train eirereft moved artillery bases, resupplied them end
(’A{FMQA‘( grourzf Foaces on combet assaultse.

@ Hoer o-f’ our Hissions keep us South of Ban Me Thouf. We
nve on Several oecasiows, however, flowm North to Phu Hiep to conduct

Joist gperations comw cur sister wnits, the 180th end the 196th ASH

Eonpanys,
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Chapter III Unit Operations

a. The 243rd Asssult Support Helicopter Compeny gave support to the
units of Task Force South throughout the entire year. The individual
units supported were the 3/503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade in the
Dalat/Bac Loc area, the 3/506th Infantry, 101st Air Cavalry Division

in the Phan Thiet area and the 23rd /RVN Division. The White Horse ROK
Infantry Division recieved aircraft in’the area surrounding Cam Ranh

and Ninh Hoa. Occasional support was given to the ROK wnits in the
neighborhood of Phu Heip. The 5th Special Forces and MACV also received
our help and during the months of April and Merch, three

Freight Train aircraft remained on station at Ban My Thout, to be utilized
by these units in case of an emergency. The aircraft remained at BMT
until they accumilated 25 hours of blade time, at this time they were
replaced by three other aircraft and fresh crews. While in BMT the crews
stayed with the 155th Assault Helicopter Compeny end Received minor
meintenance support from them,

b. A modification to the aft blades grounded all but two of the
Freight Train aircraft for most of May. The blades were slowly repleced
and the month of June saw us operation at full strength again.

Ce The 243rd was redesignated during the mont. of May as the 243rd
Aviztion Compeny (Assault Suppert Helicopter). In June Task Force South
added the 2/1st Armored Cavalry to the units in the Phan Thiet area. A&
vigorous program to increase the road security between Phan Thiet and

Tuy Phong required the participation of most of the flyable Freight Tpain

aireraft. By the last of July the long hours bugen to t,ke effect and the

243rd maintenance beceme swemped with aireraft that required Periokic

-~

Inspections. SR
6.




The totel number of hours flown during the month of August was reduced to
half the usual number. I was on the third of August that the 243d
received it's first comb:t casuelity. CW2 H.E. Carrigar was pilot on &
resupply mission for the White Horsc RO. Infantry Division, while flying
a sling load out to a fire base, 'He was wounded in the right side by

a single round fired form the hills around Phan Ranre. After initiel
treatment at Cam Ranh Hospitel he was medivaced to Japeén for further
treatment.

de In September the crews b gan to get & c.ange of scenery. Support
continued for the Tesk Force Units in the Phan Thiet area, but more and

more of our aircr:ft were sent over the mountains into the Ban My Thout

area in support of the 5th Special Forces, MACV and 17th CAG, as reports

spread of an §VA build up elong the Cambodian border. Toward the end of
September the unit begen to work around the clock on maintenance to keep
aireraft flying., The weather in the BMT area beccme serious handieep.

Low ceilings and hesvy rain mede resupply of the fire bases around Bu
Prang difficult and at times impossible. Anit-zircraft weapons becmae
more sbundant as the VA pressed the attack for Bu Prong. The area
between Duc Lap and the C:mbodian border became known as the "Volcano"
because of the heavy anti-sircreft fire., Twelve aircr:ft were reported shot
down over this area alonc. The 243rd was extremely lucky during months
of October and Noveiber, no scrious demage was done by the enemy near BMT.
€ On the 22nd of October the Aireraft Commender and Pilot of Freight
Trsin 105 wore wounded in the legs while resupplying a Korcan fire bese
near Ninh Hoa. CW2 Thomes indrews, the ..C was cventually medivaced to

Japan.




WOl Dele Chrisenberry susteined le.cer injuries and was back to duty two
weeks later.

f. In Dececmber the fighting around Duc Lop eased up =fter scveral
uneuccessful attempts by the NVA to over run Bu Prang and Duc Lap.

The weather on this side of the mounteins beceme extremely hazardous,
characterizcd by low ceilings, rain and high winds thet gustod from

20 to 40 knots.

g. December was also a trogic month for the 243d. SP/5 Ronald F.

Keener was the first member ot the 243d to be killed in action. He was
the Crew Chief on Freight Trein 109 whon it cravaed on the resup ly
pad at Phen Thict. The accident occured on the 10th of Decatber and the

Accident Board has not released ils findings as of this date.




Chapter IV Equipment and Instellations

a. Improvements were being made to the perimeter security and light-

ing at the beginning of tho yeer. Work on the porimeter is still

going on, espacially in the control of weeds in the concertins wire.
The perimeter at this time is quite adequate.

b. Chznges in the ¢ompeny area were slicht, an addition was made to
the mess hall for an Officcrs Mess and the NCO's constructed a day room
for their use. The most radical chenge was in the maintenance ranp.
The ‘CH54 revetments to the South of the old ramp were taken over and
modified for use as a maintenance area. The tents and buildings that
were on thc North end of the old ramp were moved into the new earea,

and a new POL point was constructed between the two ramps.




Chapter V Refleetions

Ea

Individual Awards

1., DFC Major &dg. rton T. Crouter

2. DFC Major John B. Recse

3+ DFC Licutcnant Robert D. Gerdner
4. DFC CWR Joseph Coke

KIA

a. SP/5 Ronald F, Keener

MIA None




APPENLIX I

OPLRATIONLL STATISTICS
CARGO
SORTIZES PiX TON

2487 13;910 <3061

2118 9,867 2488

2832 13,064 3887

2515 10,422 3010

626 1492 6,029 1635
1152 3642 6,993 3278
1064 R249 501 3385
608 1317 4y355 1712
1139 2476 7,190 14285
1178 2608 10,919 3161

1138 2149 7,642 2799
DEC 117 2868 94296 3464
TOT.L 12,472 28,753 106,698 36,165




